Elmer Borough Land Use Board

Minutes of Board Meeting

Wednesday, February 6th, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the Elmer Borough Land Use Board was held on Wednesday, February 6th, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.  

Dawn Williams read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement.

Present at the meeting were Blinn Bostwick, Leigh Bostwick, Chairman José Cardona, Fred Davis, Jay DuBois, Thomas Masters, Donald Morgan, Robert Richards, Councilman Steven Schalick, Mayor Joseph Stemberger and Secretary Dawn Williams.  
Board Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. was present, as was Zoning Officer Mike Kulig Sr.
Jay DuBois announced that he would not vote on Nova Holdings, LLC’s site plan application, as he resides within 200’ of the proposed office building.  Chairman José Cardona announced that he would not vote on Dawn Collins’ site plan waiver application as he is related to the applicant.  Councilman Steven Schalick announced that he would not vote on Dawn Collins’ site plan waiver application as he is related to the applicant.  No other conflicts of interest were announced.
Dawn Williams motioned and Leigh Bostwick seconded to approve Kenneth Miller Jr. as Board Solicitor.  The motion was unanimously carried.
No Vice-chairman was nominated at this time.  
Donald Morgan motioned and Fred Davis seconded to adopt the Board Minutes from January 2nd, 2008 as presented. The motion was unanimously carried.  
Dawn Williams gave the Board an overview of Variance Application #07-9 submitted by applicant Dolores Hall.  The Engineer’s Review Letter was presented, which posed many questions regarding the placement of the existing home within the front yard setback.  Zoning Officer Mike Kulig Sr. presented the Board with the original zoning permit (dated January 21, 2005) which showed that the house would not require any variances for front yard setback.  The applicant was not present to answers the many questions posed in the Engineer’s Review Letter.  Chairman José Cardona announced that the application will be heard at the next regular meeting.  No action was taken.
Dawn Williams gave the Board an overview of Site Plan Application #08-1 submitted by Nova Holdings, LLC.  The Engineer’s Review Letter was presented, which stated that the application submitted is incomplete at this time. The applicant had been notified to supply the missing materials.  Chairman José Cardona announced that the application will be heard at the next regular meeting.  No action was taken.
Dawn Williams gave the Board an overview of Site Plan Waiver Application #08-2 submitted by applicant Dawn Collins.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller swore in Applicant Dawn Collins.  Applicant Dawn Collins offered testimony.  Several Board Members asked questions regarding parking, lighting, hours of operation and change in menu. Zoning Officer Mike Kulig Sr. asked about the use of street parking and the lack of sidewalks.  Dawn Collins answered that she felt that she had ample off-street parking which leads to a paved sidewalk.  From the public, Chairman José Cardona noted that the Applicant has several off-street parking stalls, and a sidewalk from the parking lot to the existing entrance.  Neighbor Joyce McLaughlin asked the Applicant about outdoor lighting.  The applicant answered that no new lighting fixtures would be installed.  From the public, Councilman Steven Schalick noted that the existing outdoor lighting does not shine on neighboring properties.  Secretary Dawn Williams motioned and Mayor Joseph Stemberger seconded to approve the Site Plan Waiver Application as presented.  Chairman José Cardona and Councilman Steven Schalick abstained from the vote.  The motion carried.
Upcoming Applicant Jeff Scanish informally asked the Board about his upcoming Site Plan Application.  Chairman José Cardona asked Mr. Scanish to remain after adjournment to speak directly with the Board Solicitor and Board Secretary.

The Contract between the Borough of Elmer and Kenneth Miller, Esq. was presented.  Chairman José Cardona and Secretary Dawn Williams signed the contract.

Secretary Dawn Williams mentioned that some Land Use Board Members may be required to register for a state-mandated course.  Most members reported that they had already attended the required course.  Secretary Dawn Williams will investigate whether Mayor Joseph Stemberger and Councilman Steven Schalick are exempt from the course requirement.  No action was taken.
The next Land Use Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 5th, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.


At 7:55 p.m. Fred Davis motioned and Blinn Bostwick seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Dawn M. Williams

Land Use Board Secretary

