Elmer Borough Land Use Board

Minutes of Board Meeting

Wednesday, March 5th, 2008

The Regular Meeting of the Elmer Borough Land Use Board was held on Wednesday, March 5th, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.  

Secretary Dawn Williams read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement.

Present at the meeting were Chairman José Cardona, Fred Davis, Jay DuBois, Denny Hardman, Thomas Masters, Scott McDonald, Donald Morgan, Vice-Chairman Robert Richards, Councilman Steven Schalick, Mayor Joseph Stemberger and Secretary Dawn Williams.  Absent were Blinn Bostwick and Leigh Bostwick.  Board Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. was also present.
Jay DuBois announced that he would not vote on Nova Holdings, LLC’s site plan application, as he resides within 200’ of the proposed office building.  Chairman José Cardona announced that he would not vote on Dawn Collins’ resolution as he is related to the applicant.  Councilman Steven Schalick announced that he would not vote on Dawn Collins’ resolution as he is related to the applicant.  No other conflicts of interest were announced.
Don Morgan motioned and Fred Davis seconded to nominate Robert Richards as Vice-Chairman.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. led the Oath of Allegiance for Alternate Member #3 Denny Hardman and Alternate Member #4 Scott McDonald.  

Fred Davis motioned and Jay DuBois seconded to adopt the Board Minutes from February 6th, 2008 as presented. Denny Hardman and Scott McDonald abstained from the vote, as they were not members in February.  The motion was carried.  
Chairman José Cardona and Councilman Steven Schalick recused themselves from the Board, as they are related to Applicant Dawn Collins.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller presented the Resolution #08-2, memorializing Site Plan Waiver #08-2.  Secretary Dawn Williams motioned and Fred Davis seconded to adopt the resolution as presented.  Denny Hardman and Scott McDonald abstained from the vote, as they were not members when the application was approved.  The motion carried.
Solicitor Kenneth Miller gave the Board an overview of Minor Subdivision Application #07-9 submitted by Applicant Dolores Hall.  Engineer Bruce Ewing offered testimony on behalf of his client.  Chairman José Cardona asked about the non-conformance of proposed lots 17 and 17.01.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller explained the shortage of three feet (3’) in depth of those two lots.  Fred Davis motioned and Tom Masters seconded to approve the application as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Secretary Dawn Williams gave the Board an overview of Site Plan Application #08-1 submitted by Applicant Nova Holdings, LLC.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller explained that the Board’s Engineer has not provided a favorable review of the application.  Chairman José Cardona suggested that the Board continue the application to the next meeting, giving the applicant time to submit plan revisions.  Secretary Dawn Williams motioned and Donald Morgan seconded to approve a continuation of the application contingent upon the applicant consenting to waiving all date constraints.  Jay DuBois abstained from the vote as he resides within 200’ of the proposed office building.  The motion carried.
Chairman José Cardona gave the Board an overview of Site Plan Application #08-3 submitted by Applicant Jeff Scanish.  Chairman José Cardona presented the Engineer’s Review Letter.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller swore in Applicant Jeff Scanish.  Chairman José Cardona reviewed the responsibilities of the Land Use Board.  Chairman José Cardona and Applicant Jeff Scanish discussed each point of the engineer’s review letter.  Applicant Jeff Scanish will submit revised plans addressing all missing or deficient items.  The application will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  No action was taken.
A member of the audience asked to see the plans submitted by Nova Holdings LLC.  The plans were made available for public viewing.

The Board discussed the State Mandated Course for Land Use Board Members.  Denny Hardman and Scott McDonald are the only members required to attend at this time.  Secretary Dawn Williams will register the new members in approved courses as soon as possible.

The Board discussed the benefits of joining the New Jersey Planning Officials (NJPO) organization.  Secretary Dawn Williams motioned and Vice-Chairman Robert Richards seconded to join the organization.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Secretary Dawn Williams will file an application with NJPO.

The next Land Use Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 2nd, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.


At 8:30 p.m. Robert Richards motioned and Tom Masters seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Dawn M. Williams

Land Use Board Secretary

